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SHU Strategic Plan
Challenges of Teacher Preparation 
Programs
In the context of digital learning:
• Educational technology skills of faculty and pre-service 
teacher candidates
• K-12 curriculum expectations regarding educational 
technology
• Educational technology in the ever-changing world
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Challenges of Teacher Preparation 
Programs
66% of principals would like new teachers to create/use video, 
podcasts; 44% of aspiring teachers say they are learning this 
skill. 
45% of principals want new teachers to incorporate student-
owned mobile devices into lessons; 19% of aspiring teachers 
say they know how to do this.
45 % of principals want new teachers to use social media in their 
instruction; 25% of aspiring teachers know how to do this. 
25 % of principals want new teachers to teach online; less than 
10 % of pre-service teachers are learning this skill.
Source: Survey Data by © 2013 Project Tomorrow®
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Rewards of Teacher Preparation Programs
Issue
• Increase faculty educational technology skills
Connectivist Learning Principles
• Learning and knowledge rest in diversity of opinions
• Learning is a process of connecting specialized nodes or 
information resources
• Learning is relevant to the learner/faculty
Strategies 
• Digital Learning College Initiative
 Incentives for faculty
 Peer to peer digital faculty mentoring
 Faculty prior knowledge
 Environment for experimentation and creation
 Application of knowledge from multiple fields  
 Knowledge sharing
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Rewards of Teacher Preparation Programs
Issue
• Increase pre-service teacher candidates Ed-Tech skills
Connectivist Learning Principle
• The development of connections among fields is a core skill
• Learning is a social and interactive process in which networking 
and sharing ideas among individuals is essential for knowledge 
construction
Strategies 
• Provide myriad of courses in which pre-service teachers  
use and integrate educational technology skills 
• Develop authentic K-12 materials based on the use of a technology
• Address multiple modalities of learning through the use of 
online and digital tools
• Provide opportunities for pre-service teacher research
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Rewards of Teacher Preparation Programs
Issue
• Ever changing nature of educational technology 
Connectivist Learning Principle
• Knowledge base changes rapidly the intent of the connectivist 
learning activities is for the learners to be up-to-date
Strategies 
• Interactions among faculty from various departments and   
universities
• Belong to a network of learners
• Reusable tools and assessments
• Time management
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A               
Networked 
Community 
of Learners
What it Does
How it Works
Why it Matters
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“Tools that enable a rich interaction 
between different communities, such as 
interdisciplinary discussions across 
seminars, are essential to cultivate 
curiosity, reflection and collaboration.“
Marie Hulme
What it Does
SHUsquare
Multi-modal 
projects
Digital 
Writing
Informational 
Literacy
Connectivity 
across 
disciplines
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How it Works
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URL: http://shusquare.sacredheart.edu
Why it Matters
Transformational v. Informational Learning
• Connection
• Collaboration
• Creativity
• Integrated/interdisciplinary learning
• Relevancy to students’ world and to global community
• SHUsquare Video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02o6KZ_MuQ4
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Twitter as a Tool for 
Foreign Language Learners
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SHU 
Strategic Plan
“a structured, mission-
driven student development
plan that intentionally
educates the whole person
within a campus-wide living
and learning community
and is a seamlessly
extension of
classroom learning.”
E-portfolios to build Self-Efficacy 
in a Freshman Critical Thinking Course
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Art of Thinking: Developing Habits of Learning
E-portfolios to build Self-Efficacy 
in a Freshman Critical Thinking Course
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My Profile
CT 
Concepts
Videos
Reflections
Making 
Connections
Vocabulary
The Self as a Detached Observer, Connected Knower
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in a Freshman Critical Thinking Course
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the File Drawer 
Effect
E-portfolios to build Self-Efficacy 
in a Freshman Critical Thinking Course
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